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Textbooks & Novels 

All 3 Terms:  Literature Book, Grammar Book, dictionary 

Term 1: To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

December/Holiday Reading: The Catcher in the Rye by 

J.D. Salinger 

Term 2: The Catcher in the Rye(Salinger, wrap up after 

holiday at the beginning of January), Odyssey by Homer 

Term 3: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare, A novel 

of their choice 



Curriculum Overview of Themes & 

Topics 

• Unit 1, Spine Tinglers : racism, justice, quick decisions, 

consequences, evocative language, exposition 

• Unit 2,Challenges and Choices : Epic heroes, anti-

heroes, rebels, criminals, justice, causes and effects 

• Unit 3, Human Relationships:  Tragic heroes, Family 

values, social issues, sacrifice ,revenge 



Teaching Strategies 
• Small Group Work 

• Pair Sharing 

• Unseen Passage 
Practice 

• Peer Editing 

• Conferencing 

• Brainstorming 

• Classroom Discussions 

 

 

• Note-taking/Modeling 
of Note-taking 

• Checking for 
Comprehension/ 
Reading Out loud, 
Modeling how to be an 
active reader 

• Quizzes ( formative ) 
Formal Test 
(Summative) 
Assessment 

• Role playing 

 



Follow Up at Home 

  If your teenager is a reluctant reader, 

you can model reading by choosing to read 

while he or she is reading. You can also take 

your teen book shopping or magazine 

shopping. Make an event of it and share 

what you are reading as well. I encourage 

them to read what they are interested in—

discussing newspaper or magazine articles 

with them is also encouraging. 

 



Organization 

  In 4th, we expect the students to make 

their own organizational choices with 

regards to binders and how they want to be 

responsible. If your teen has problems with 

this, sitting down and periodically helping 

them organize their handouts and notes 

could be useful. 

 



Weekly Assignments 

  Most assignments for 4th are given on a 

weekly basis. Students know they have 

several chapters of a novel to prepare for 

small group discussions. Follow up on their 

reading and make sure they are taking 

notes. At the beginning of term one, we 

provide them scaffolding for taking notes. 

Later on, they are encouraged to take notes 

in their own style. 



Vocabulary 

  Stressing the need to review  words 

covered in class regularly is useful. We will 

reinforce these words at school by asking 

them to start using them in their writing as 

appropriate.  



Portfolio 
 Students of 4th  are expected to keep a portfolio. 

They have been given their assignments and are 

expected to complete them by the first week of 

December. Students are expected to REFLECT on 

each short story covered in class. 

Each semester students have to choose four articles 

related to the theme and critique them.  

 During the third term, they will have a portfolio 

showcase. This is where they take their best pieces 

of writing and display them for a parent/IC 

community showcase.  



Assessment 

Assessment varies by term but the following components will make 
up your child’s assessment for TERM 1: 

1) 2 Literature Tests 

2) 1 In-class essay ( compare/contrast, 

3) To Kill A Mockingbird Performance Task 

4) Four articles ( critique) 

5) Quizzes/ both drop and announced/ reading comprehension and 
grammar 

6) Projects 

7) Class Participation 



Thank You 

   I hope to guide the students into becoming even 

more independent learners and deeper thinkers as 

the year progresses. If you have pressing concerns, 

please come and see me during the parent hour, or 

feel free to write me a note in your child’s agenda 

for less important matters. I am happy to respond.  


