Groundbreaking Address by William H. Turner, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees

H.E. The President of the Council of Ministers

Excellencies, Ministers, Deputies, Fellow Trustees, Parents, Students
and Friends thank you for joining us this evening. | would like to
especially thank His Excellency for taking the time from his busy
schedule to be with us for this historic occasion.

In 1936, 74 years ago, International College relocated from Smyrna
Turkey to our Ras Beirut campus. At that time, we assumed
responsibility for AUB's prep school.

Today we have 3500 students located here and in Ain Aar offering an
education that is recognized for its excellence. Facing many
challenges over the years, IC has continued to offer educational
excellence. However, we also recognize that there are challenges to
maintaining our mission of meeting the needs of our students and
parents and preparing our graduates for success in whatever path
they choose in later life.

One major hurdle we have recognized for a long time, is the need for
improved facilities. Today is a historic milestone in this mission as we
begin the construction of our new facilities on the lower end of our
campus. We are delighted to recognize H. E. Saad Hariri to help us in
formalizing our plans for these "state of the art" buildings which, not
only will be technologically superior, but fully recognized as "green."
as we become the first LEED certified gold school in Lebanon.

This is, indeed, a huge undertaking, but with your help and with the
help of others we will be successful. Thank you for attending this
historic event.
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