Groundbreaking Ceremony-John K. Johnson’s Welcome Messaqge

H.E. The President of the Council of Ministers, Excellencies, Ministers, Deputies, Fellow
Trustees, Parents, Friends and especially our Students, welcome to the groundbreaking
for a new elementary school for International College. It is an honor for all of us to be
present on this momentous occasion.

Almost one hundred years ago, on this very campus — on a spot not too far away — my
predecessor, then principal William Hall and the Board of Trustees, stood over the
groundbreaking of three new buildings: Rockefeller, Thomson and the “Refectory”
(today’s preschool). The date was November 5, 1912. And here we are, on November
4™ 2010 -exactly 98 years later — at the groundbreaking of the new elementary school.
To be part of IC’s history leaves me in awe. This is indeed, an important moment in
IC’s history.

Building a new elementary school is a natural expansion to the vision of the Board 98
years ago. Our — YOUR - new elementary school will be a state of the art elementary
school to house our present 750 students and to house generations of students in the
future.

It was a dream that started IC. It was philanthropists and contributors who made the
dream come true. They did it then and we can do it now.

No one said it was easy. This is a daunting and challenging endeavor, but we will
accomplish the goal due to the generosity of our wonderful contributors. Yes, our Board
of Trustees has launched a capital campaign to pay for the cost of this marvelous
facility. Yes, we need everyone’s help.

YOU are today’s Rockefellers, Sages and Thomsons. They were strangers who
believed in educating Lebanese children. But we are family members who believe in
providing the best for these children.

Thank you for coming today. Thank you for believing. Enjoy being part of the history
that we are making today.

At this time, | would like to introduce the chairman of our Board of Trustees, Mr. William,
H. Turner.
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